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ENG 145 ACADEMIC WRITING 
 SYLLABUS 

Academic Program | Spring 2011  
 
 

COURSE/CREDIT HOURS Credit Hours: 45 Contact Hours/3 Credits  

DATE/TIME/LOCATION  Tuesday, 8:45 to 11:35 AM 

Commonwealth Hall Building – Room 1 (CW-1) 

INSTRUCTOR  Instructor:  Breana Bayraktar 

Email:  breana.bayraktar@campus.viu.edu 

PREREQUISITE(S) Program placement at the correct level. 

TEXTBOOK & OTHER  

INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS 

 

 

Mandatory Textbooks 

1) Stephen Wilhoit, A Brief Guide to Writing from Readings, 5h ed. 
ISBN 13: 978-0-205-67459-6.  

2) An English language dictionary. 

 

Supplemental Materials 

(1) Kathleen McWhorter, Reading Across the Disciplines: College 
Reading and Beyond, 2nd ed.  

(2) Laurence Behrens & Leonard Rosen, Writing and Reading Across 
the Curriculum, 9th ed. 

(3) Elizabeth Penfield, Short Takes: Model Essays for Composition, 8th 
ed. 
 

Library Resources:  

The VIU Library is located in the Pender II Building. The Library also 
provides students with access to two (2) online libraries, LIRN and e.brary 
which can be accessed by clicking on  

Online Resources on the VIU Library homepage at http://library.viu.edu.   

COURSE DESCRIPTION Academic Writing focuses on reviewing the fundamentals of standard 
written English. Students will practice writing common forms of business 
and academic documents. This interactive class provides students with an 
opportunity to improve the communication skills necessary for success in 
college and beyond. 

PERFORMANCE 
OBJECTIVES 

The class provides students an opportunity to improve their writing skills 
as well as their critical reading, critical thinking, research, and 
presentation skills.  This is a process-oriented course which requires each 
student to write four short essays. Each student will also prepare, in lieu 
of a final exam, a 1,500 to 2,000 word final essay.  The essays must be 
prepared on a computer and submitted to the instructor by e-mail. The 
essays must be double-spaced and prepared in MLA or APA Style.  The 
ultimate goal of the course is to equip students to understand and use 
English composition skills at the university level and beyond 
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS Lecture, Group Work, Pair Work, Individual Conferences, Free Writing  

GRADING Class participation          15% 

Final Research Paper     40% 

4 short papers                 45%  

LAST REVIEWED                                                          December 18, 2010 

VIU  GRADING SYSTEM 
A   100-95         A- 94-90         

B+ 89- 85         B  84 - 80       B- 79- 75       

C+ 74-70          C  69-65         C-  64-60    

D+ 59-55          D  54-50        D-  49 -45        F  44-0 

INCLEMENT WEATHER   Students can learn if VIU is closed or opening late due to snow, ice, or 
other bad weather by checking: 1) the VIU Website at www.viu.edu, 2) 
the VIU telephone voice message at (703) 591-7042; or local television 
and radio news. 

POLICIES 

STUDENT RIGHTS, 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND 

CODE OF CONDUCT  

 

All students are expected to act with civility and personal integrity; 
respect other students' dignity, rights and property; and help create and 
maintain an environment in which everyone can succeed through the 
fruits of their own efforts. Academic integrity includes a commitment to 
not engage in or tolerate acts of academic dishonesty.  Academic 
dishonesty involves one of the following: 1)  cheating on an examination 
or quiz; 2) buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting any material purported to 
be the unreleased contents of a forthcoming examination, or the use of 
such material; 3) substituting for another person during an examination 
or allowing such substitution for one’s self; 4) plagiarizing, the act of 
appropriating passages from the work of another individual, either word 
for word or in substance, and representing them as one’s own work; 5) 
colluding with another person in the preparation or editing of 
assignments submitted for credit, unless such collaboration has been 
approved in advance by the instructor; 6) copying the institution’s 
software without permission of the copyright holder or placing personal 
software on the institution’s computers or damaging or destroying 
software or computers; and other forms of academic dishonesty include 
selling or purchasing examinations, papers or other assignments and 
submitting or resubmitting the same paper for two different classes 
without explicit authorization. When an instructor suspects academic or 
non-academic dishonesty, the faculty member will exercise her/his 
academic judgment in light of the particular circumstances and the 
student’s academic history. Consultation with the Executive Vice 
President of Academic Affairs and/or the department chair throughout 
the process is encouraged. 

 

http://www.viu.edu/
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ATTENDANCE 

 

Good academic standing requires the presence of students at all class and 
lab meetings. Therefore, attendance at VIU is mandatory. There are only 
two acceptable reasons for absence from class or lab: 1) serious illness on 
the part of the student or 2) a family emergency. Absence for unexcused 
reasons may negatively affect the student’s final course grade. All 
students are expected to arrive to class on time. Late attendance is 
disruptive to both the instructor and to classmates. 

 

CELL PHONES Cell phones must be turned off in class. 

VIU’S AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES (ADA) POLICY 

 

Virginia International University is committed to ensuring that all of its 
facilities and programs are accessible to all persons.  If you believe you 
may qualify for course adaptations or accommodations in accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act and/or Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, it is your responsibility to contact Human Resources 
for an accommodation approval letter.  Once you have coordinated 
services with Human Resources, please provide your letter of 
accommodation to the instructor no later than the second class session. 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION ON VIU 

POLICIES 

Students should refer to the Virginia International University Handbook 
for additional and/or more specific information on University policies and 
guidelines. 
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ADDITIONAL COURSE 
SPECIFIC POLICIES 

Assignments:  

All assignments must be TYPED, double-spaced, in 10-12 point font like 
Times New Roman, Arial, Calibri, Cambria.  

Assignments are due at the start of class (8:45 am) on the due date. Late 
assignments will lose points. 

FINAL versions of all assignments must submitted electronically to the 
instructor’s VIU email address: breana.bayraktar@campus.viu.edu.  

DRAFT versions of assignments must be printed and brought to class on 
the day they are due.  

 

Academic integrity: Students learn best when they feel proud of their 
work, and when they feel that they are learning and growing. Students 
are encouraged to work in pairs or groups whenever possible, and to seek 
outside help when available. 

 

Plagiarism: Students who plagiarize (copy) any work will not receive 
credit for plagiarized work. ALL assignments will be submitted to an online 
plagiarism detection program. Copied assignments will receive a grade of 
ZERO.   

 

Materials Needed for Each Class: Writing supplies - paper, pen, 
highlighter, etc.;  a folder or binder (this will be your portfolio containing 
all drafts of your essays) 

 

Assignment Submission Guidelines:  Each assignment turned in must 
include the following at the top of the first page: 

 Your Name 

 Date 

 Assignment Reference (e.g. A1 DRAFT #1) 

 Page Numbers on each page 

 

ATTACHMENTS Attachment A: Course Schedule 

 

 

 
 

mailto:breana.bayraktar@campus.viu.edu


Abbreviations for books listed under “Supplemental Materials” on the 1
st

 page of the syllabus: 
WFR= A Brief Guide to Writing from Readings (main course textbook)  ST = Short Takes: Model Essays for Composition  
WRAC = Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum  RAD = Reading Across the Disciplines 
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Attachment A: Course Schedule 

Class Topic READINGS FOR NEXT CLASS 

Week 1  

1/11  
NO CLASS 

(1) WFR, Chap. 1: Critical Reading & Note-taking 

(2) ST, “Living on Tokyo Time” (electronic handout) 

(3) WRAC, “Comparison & Contrast Synthesis” (electronic handout) 

Week 2  

1/18 

Introduction, overview of syllabus. Review steps in writing a compare and 
contrast essay. Review compare and contrast essays. Discuss rubrics.  

(1) WRAC, “Introductions, Theses, and Conclusions” (handout) 
(2) RAD, “Thesis, Main Ideas, Supporting Details, and Transitions” 

(handout) 
(3) WFR, Appendix 2 (p. 311-313) 

Week 3  

1/25 

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
work to discuss in a small group.  

DUE: Assignment #1: Compare/Contrast 
Essay DRAFT #1. 

Group A Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group B Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

(1) ST, “Black Men and Public Space” (handout) 
(2) WFR, Appendix 3 (p. 315-317) 

Week 4  

2/1 

Review of assignment #1 

Writing a cause/effect essay.  

DUE: Assignment #1: Compare/Contrast Essay FINAL 

(1) WFR, Chap. 2: Quotation 

(2) WRAC, “Introductions, Theses, and Conclusions” (handout) 

Week 5  

2/8 

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
work to discuss in a small group. 

DUE: Assignment #2: Cause & Effect Essay 
DRAFT #1 

Group B Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group A Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

(1) WFR, Chap. 3: Paraphrase 

(2) WFR, Chap. 4: Summary 

(3) WRAC, “Summary, Paraphrase And Quotation” (handout) 

Week 6  

2/15 

Finding, evaluating, integrating, and documenting sources. 

Paraphrasing and summarizing. 

DUE: Topic for final paper. 

(1) WFR, Chap. 11: Plagiarism 

(2) RAD, “Reading and Evaluating Electronic Sources” (handout) 

 

Week 7  

2/22 

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
work to discuss in a small group. 

DUE: Assignment #2: Cause & Effect Essay 
DRAFT #2 

Group A Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group B Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

(1) WFR, Chap. 8: Reading and Writing About Visual Texts 
(2) ST, “Ringing Hollow” and “Grit and Spectacle Help ‘Lord’ Ring 

True” (handout) 

 

Week 8  

3/1 

Review of assignment #2 

Writing about visual texts.  

DUE: Assignment #2: Cause & Effect Essay FINAL 

(1) RAD, “Outlining” and “Mapping” (handout) 



Abbreviations for books listed under “Supplemental Materials” on the 1
st

 page of the syllabus: 
WFR= A Brief Guide to Writing from Readings (main course textbook)  ST = Short Takes: Model Essays for Composition  
WRAC = Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum  RAD = Reading Across the Disciplines 

6 

Attachment A: Course Schedule 

Class Topic READINGS FOR NEXT CLASS 

Week 9  

3/8  

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
work to discuss in a small group. 

DUE: Outline of final paper & list of sources.  

DUE: Assignment #3: Evaluation of a Visual 
Text DRAFT #1 

Group B Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group A Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

(1) ST, “High School, an Institution Whose Time Has Passed” 
(handout) 

Week 
10  

3/15 

Practice with APA & MLA style for citing sources.  Review Assignment #3. 

Writing an essay to support a position (an argument essay).  

DUE: Assignment #3 : Evaluation of a Visual Text DRAFT #2 

(1) WFR, Chap. 10: Argumentative Synthesis 
(2) WFR, Chap. 12: Documentation 

 

Week 
11  

3/22 

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
work to discuss in a small group. 

DUE: Assignment #4: Argument Essay 
DRAFT #1  

Group A Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group B Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

(1) ST, “The Plot Against People” (handout) 
(2) ST, “Internet Not for Everyone” (handout) 

Week 
12  

3/29 

Class analysis and discussion of reading. 

DUE: Rough draft of final paper. 

DUE: Assignment #4: Argument Essay DRAFT #2 

(1) WFR, Chap. 13: Reference Lists and Works Cited Entries 

Week 
13  

4/5 

WRITING WORKSHOP: Bring your in-progress 
FINAL PAPER to discuss in a small group. 

DUE: Assignment #3 : Evaluation of a Visual 
Text FINAL 

Group B Meeting: 8:45-9:45 

Individual conferences: 9:45-10:35 

Group A Meeting: 10:35-11:35 

 

Week 
14  

4/12  

Review of writing a research paper and preparing citations.  

How to prepare a poster presentation  

DUE: Assignment #4: Argument Essay FINAL 

 

Week 15  

4/19  

Review of Assignments #1-4.  

Final paper poster presentation  

DUE: FINAL PAPER 

 

 


